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The savour

Hedda Dowd finds the good
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Brides, architects, interior designen and
Maddie Eastern shadoy are among the
customers for antique and

wintage Franch table sitver for sale

ks Dowd wanled 8 rustic stone sk i hee
remodeled kitchen (below) Frank Clemants,
trained as an archatect but who prefers to work
a3 a maiter crafiaman, fabricated the look out
of cast concrete (kiclementaB@sboglobal net)
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My eustomer Bt one who's acquiring things that are
pretty. She wants a pieoe of sibver to add bher own fin-
gerprntatoit

A Frenchwoman's home- keeping sballs, no matter
her statson in lfe, were the messure by which she was
judgrd & mutable marrage prospect and, later, o wife
“The French have an aesthetic for the table and the
bed that haan't been matehed,” the busineswoman
says, “linens were o woman's dowry, & woman’s
worth, what dhe represented to the marnage. 5o the
began sccumulating theen a2 age 6 or 7.

Household linens

France ia the world's major fla producer, from
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which hnen s made, and it i deerned the best quﬂnm
The wery best, Ma. Dowd has leamed, s grown in
sz, on depossts of calesum carbonate. There the flag
flrwers are & vivid blue, and the bloer the Sower, it
turns out, the stronger the fla's Gbers

Linen hweomes sifter with washing while retain-
ing its strength and shape, weeful charscterstios for
objects subjecied to frequent launderings. Modern
flax fibers wre not as durable. And “the feel of old linen
againg your skin ia like sothing elee. 1 vou've pever
sbept ko & bed with real linens, you're missing out on
ot of e gread pleasures in life

The caress of heirloom linen and the beaaty of the
handwork are equally wloed among Antigue Har
vort s clientele. *1f the handwork wasn't Jclnrh-_r mare,
the lenen musds did it And that ers i gooe”
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Extrwvagantly florid monograms may bosst ini-
tials seven inches in length, So-called “duchess”™ nagp-
liron e 43 inches by 15 inchies, and bedsherts are 55
inches wide

Beginning & the l4th eenfury, initiah were
wtastiped o6 honsehold cloths using & homemade red,
indelible k. Later, tiny initiak stitched in red
threads replaced the samped identification, & neces
sary labeling device when wives or maids took the
family linens to the river bank or village sguare’s
foantun for communal sash day

I France, red & the rymbol of the bload of life,”
she explains, “which i why the tiny inftials in the oor-
nen of Freoch bnens are stitched | red threads *
Through centuries, even & hamble farmer planted 2
fow mcres of fax wnd hemp “so his daogters would



rrrech s e

ey o o

md o

L b I
ik v ctwoodgirls | 1

. Frencl
P srwen Ak} .
i royurvaker o (e She b spaend b
T Tty v with by granimedt bier and, Labs
PR Ivee pilal dher for a couple of weeka 8l b

M. Dl sgeecializes in rlasas
b st
" and “Paguette,”

T emch in its
s, "1 eyt ot wery iy, Thiat's me wita, selerting mven
i i shi's pemsrssms. She oornls s hwest
b amarrt e i e A ul danney Cad s villages of Ln mn
QT | ng appontrments with cwoers of |0 -vrar ol
ur

lairs dont maid the MNatware doe

ssaivr claafrma gl hasve & clogre lemdsie

] poucfrouss for dusting o art bl v's roest o maintadning and o '
i jpuier harwd structury conghd resguire the cwrer b L ] bt
11 ey {147 Lail v The Freneh will sell th m oareket
| gl Dosedia of alseel { & |
it of severnl grneratson are peveT e sewm & wmall scnfioe to keep the 5

gy revtade that is o workdng fam wutral hisme intact

w1, gatl X e air fira

gl by Yim

1;‘.-'.I|||| i T

1 imadrh. the I pt & mrsl i “the ultimatr sarrilege.” @ Ma

m | meakchy Ansd Phrwed T i e meddle of bt | have mo sens

that's with a GIFS Thank God | h

i Joww] [ates Dol “i's al o elepeet

i M

ghd Whal s bewmg shar the 1alele @ b rasrnar ke langpmagr skl Oibwerasae, | donm 't think U'd b e
I {hw 1 ng th
Fa [ v latesry b the Dol e Bt [ dovere mnypulace few fsnd,” sbie quickly
LY, ol segidor, distan (] @ |
vtk bl [Pt i |
I at 1 -

HEDDA'S LITTLE BLACK
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